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MODERN BEDS FOR HOSPITALS 
AND SANATORIA. 

T H E  N E S B I T - E V A N S  P A T E N T  BED. 

I T is somewhat remarkable that real improvements 
in connection with beds and bedsteads for the 

sick are all comparatively of recent date. This is the 
more striking when one considers the marvellous strides 
that have been made in every other directionsince 
1851, the date of the Great Exhibition. A reference 
to the beautifully illustrated catalogue published by 
authority of the Royal Commission in 1851 reveals 
the fact that no special bedsteads for hospital use were 
exhibited on that occasion. A few ingenious and 
insanitary convertible contrivances of wood and iron 
combining bed, washstand and chest of drawers for 
invalids were shown, but the institutional bed was 
conspicuous by its absence. On the other hand, 
highly ornamental and equally insanitary constructions 

sanatoria purposes which has been installed in one of 
the exhibition rooms of the Society of Medical Officers 
of Health at !, Upper Montague Street, Russell 
Square. It is a distinct improvement upon any previous 
design, and is the invention of Mr. J. Nesbit-Evans, 
of Birmingham. As may be seen from the illustration 
it combines a bed and spring-mattress, the springs 
being so contrived as to effectually obviate the least 
sagging. It has all the advantages of a portable bed, 
combined with absolute rigidity. By merely pressing 
down with one hand a small lever in connection with a 
third adjustable wheeled leg at the foot of the bed, 
the bedstead is raised about one inch only, which 
brings it to the exact level of the wheeled feet at the 
head, with the result that the patient may be wheeled 
to any other position in a ward or elsewhere as may 
be desired. By this method there is no possibility of 

of brass and iron for the bedroom were to be found in 
quantity, one at least sufficiently artistic to bear com- 
parison with the gorgeous lectus triclinlaris beloved of 
the Romans. 

It is interesting to find on inquiry that the paucity of 
real improvement in bedsteads for the sick is attributed 
by the medical profession to the lack of enterprise on 
the part of the manufacturer. On the other hand, 
the manufacturer is inclined to attribute it to want of 
interest and support on the part of the medical pro- 
fession. Be that as it may, it is a somewhat curious 
fact that in many medical works the form of bedstead 
is usually dismissed in a couple of lines at most, a 
writer occasionally going to the length of expressing a 
preference for a spiral spring mattress. 

Medical Officers of Health now have an opportunity 
of examining a specially designed bed for hospital and 

the patient's legs being raised above the level of the 
head, which is considered an objection to another form 
of bedstead that has been recently designed for hospital 
work. Further, all risk of jolting is entirely obviated, 
as the bedstead is not tilted above the level at one end 
in the action of moving. The operation of the lever is 
also instantaneous, and there are no screws to adjust. 
The rigidity of the bed is secured by the two legs 
at the foot of the bedstead having flat wooden shoes 
of special design which grip the flooring as soon as the 
lever on the wheeled foot is raised. The Nesbit-Evans 
Bed is thoroughly well made, and is designed on 
hygienic principles. It can be cleaned and disinfected 
with ease; it is being adopted by a number of 
sanatoria, and has obvious advantages for surgical 
cases. Further particulars will be found on page vi. 
of this issue. 


